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SUPER VIEWS
DR. GARY FISH

DIVISION SUPERINTENDENT

It's been a wonderful summer for the Piedmont Division

As exciting as it was having the Scenic City Express on our
northern boarder, we did have monthly meetings and events.
There were wonderful classes by Joe Nichols Jr, Mike Cum-
mings, Mike Reed, Scott Dunlap, as well as an event where
local operating groups told the audience about their groups.
These included: Boomers - Mark Rieken; Chattahoochee
Express - Joe Nichols Jr; Intown Atlanta Model Railroaders -
Doug Alexander; Jasper Roundhouse - Gary Fish; Joint Rail-
way Association of GA - Norm Stetzel; N. Atlanta Rail Barrons
- Howard Goodwin, mmR; and North County Interchange -
Mark Reed.

Open houses were held at Tom
Gordon’s & Joe Nichols’ homes.

| know we all look forward to the
fall and cooler weather for work-
ing indoors on trains (unless you
have a Garden layout and prefer
the summer to stay outside)

Starting the 3rd weekend in Oc-
tober, the Piedmont Pilgrimage
begins. Six weekends with over
70 open houses in the Atlanta
Metro area are sure to attract
train enthusiasts.

If you aren’t having an open
house, please consider assisting
someone who has opened there
doors. Running trains for the host allows them to talk with
the visitors.

| hope everyone can visit as many layouts as possible and see
what your fellow modelers are imagining and creating.

BTW... If you are afraid that you will miss the college and pro
football games on Saturday and Sunday, you can listen to the
football games on the radio while running around to visit the
many layouts.

The Scenic City Express National Convention and the National
Train show was on our northern border, and The Piedmont
Division was intimately involved in the week’s event and suc-
cess.

To help start the show quickly, over a dozen of our members
opened their doors for visitors heading north to Chattanooga.
| was told that these open houses each hosted between 50

and 100 visitors. Thanks to all who welcomed visitors.

The National Convention and Train Show offered a phenome-
nal array of classes, events tours that were available for the
taking. Everything from train rides at the Tennessee Valley
Railroad Museum, back shop tours at the TVRM where we
observed their latest efforts on rebuilding Pullman cars, EMD
E8, F7 and other iron horses.

Attending the MWF Solutions Railroad specialty fabrication
factory back shop tour offered us an opportunity to observe
the fabrication/rebuilding of a Shay locomotive’s geared
trucks. This shop had a phenomenal array of 60- to 80-year-
old metal shop equipment allowing the company fabricate
and recreate parts needed to rebuild trains from yesteryear.
We were informed the biggest issue facing the company is
getting qualified machinist to work.

We also had the first viewing of a CSX F550 super duty pickup
truck with high-railers. A box was
fabricated on the back that
housed a generator, and trans-
former (for those of you in the
know, those are the power source
of an x-ray unit). The truck had
“wings” on the side and on the
bottom that swung out and
“electrocuted” the vegetation.
The advantage of this system will
be that thousands of gallons of
herbicide would not need to be
used.

There was a tour of the Komatsu
factory to see the line building
their latest excavators. There
were also multiple dinner train
excursions, a tour of the Scale
Trains factory (and an open house and warehouse sale) and
lots of open houses and operating sessions.

| want to thank Jon Meyers and Tom Gordon who handled
volunteers for the event. Thanks for sending out lots of “Sign
-Up Genius” email notifications and working their magic to
keep the convention staffed with volunteers. The Piedmont
Division did a wonderful job staffing the necessary volunteer
manpower. Thank you to all the volunteers that helped make
the show a super success.

| would personally like to thank Roy Masterson, Rick Coble,
Mike Cummings, Walt Liles and their team. They did a great
job creating a wonderful Convention/Train show. Thanks to
all.

Happy Modeling! | hope to see you on the road during the
Pilgrimage!

Gary -w



MAY — SEPTEMBER 2026

THE PIEDMONT DIVISION TIMETABLE

Chattanooga Notebook

Our former Superintendent, Peter Youngblood, who now
lives in California, attended the National Convention in
Chattanooga, and as he has been doing since we hosted the

NMRA in 2013, participated in the Modeling with the Masters

(MWTM) program. He sent us these photos and had this to
say:

I've taught MWTM National Convention clinics continu-
ously now for 13 years, occasionally also at Regionals.
Clark Kooning, MMR, the creator and manager of the
MWTM program, claims that | agreed to a lifetime con-
tract when | was recruited...really?

On average instructors each give 2 or 3 MWTM Conven-
tion clinics with dissimilar topics. The reward for this vol-
unteer work is the appreciation and thanks expressed by
students for teaching them new techniques and skills.
We're always interested recruiting new instructors, so if
you’d like to know more, contact Clark or me.

We also want to congratulate Peter in the recognition that
National gave him for his many years of service to NMRA and
our great hobby by making him an Honorary Life Member.

There are only about 76 HLMs in the NMRA, so this is a pretty

big deal!

PAGE 2
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The 2026 Piedmont
Pilgrimage
by Scott Dunlap

Except where noted, photos by the author

During our Piedmont Division meeting
on Tuesday, September 8, | shared
information about the upcoming Piedmont Pilgrimage. For
those who attended,
much of this article
will be a bit of a re-
hash, so bear with
me.

First, a reminder
to all of this year's
hosts: please visit the
Pilgrimage website
to verify that your
open house infor-
mation is accurate.
The last thing any-
one wants is for people to show up at the wrong time. If you
find any errors, please contact me as soon as possible.

While we're discussing the website, take this opportunity
to update your layout profile. Consider adding some new
photographs or a video. By the way, I've noticed that 15% of
the layout profiles currently don't have any pictures.

Piedmont Pilgrimage chairman, Scott Dunlap, was
put to work running trains at John Travis's John-

stown and Gerryville during the 2024 event.
Photo by Bert Jarrell

Let’s get more folks to come!

Now let’s take a look at our attendance figures, which many
believe are significantly higher than they actually are. In
2025, our attendance was 2,965, about 800 more than in
2024. However, this number does not represent 2,965
unique individuals. This is similar to how attendance figures
are reported for sporting events. For example, in 2025, the
Atlanta Falcons reported a home attendance of approxi-
mately 565,000. Of course, this does not mean that 565,000
different people attended those games, not even close;
many individuals went to multiple games, and some attend-
ed all of them. Each time a person passed through the turn-
stiles, they were counted again. The same principle applies
to the Pilgrimage; our attendance figures reflect the total
number of visits.

One thing is certain: despite previous misconceptions, the
Pilgrimage does not draw thousands of visitors; it attracts
hundreds but not thousands. So, what are we doing to
change that?

Spreading the word
Everyone is aware of our website, which reaches hundreds
of people each year. | have also reached out to local busi-

nesses that are hosting open houses and asked them to
share information about the Pilgrimage on their websites as
well. As | write this, Trainz already has and others plan to
soon.

We will maintain a strong presence on Facebook with reg-
ular posts leading up to and during the event on the Pied-
mont Division, NMRA Community Group, Model Railroading,
Model Railroading Layout Group, and the Events Around
Atlanta for Kids pages. If you use Facebook, please help in-
crease the visibility of these posts by liking and sharing
them.

Look for a super new video

A new video about the Pilgrimage has been produced by
V12 Productions. It will showcase the layouts of Mark Bridg-
water, David Godwin, Justin Jankauskus, and John Travis.
The video will be released on V12's YouTube channel on Oc-
tober 15. As with our Facebook posts, please like and share

the video if you
can. | plan to
share it with eve-
ry model rail-
roader | know
who is not a
member of the
Piedmont Divi-
sion, from here
to Australia.

At around the
same time, we
will also send an
email to everyone on our extensive mailing list, which in-
cludes approximately 3,000 people.

Lastly, we have printed and are distributing 1,500 book-
lets. Additionally, 250 flyers were handed out at this year's
NMRA National Convention in Chattanooga, the Atlanta
Train Show in Duluth, and the Model Railroad Days event at
the Southeastern Railway Museum.

Charlie Murphy of V12 Productions shooting video at
David Godwin's Georgia, Alabama, and Tennessee Rail-
road, also know as the GAT.

Show your support!
| encourage all division members to support the hosts and
attend as many open houses as possible. We have ten first-
time layouts this year and another ten that are making only
their second appearance, so even many of the most dedicat-
ed Piedmont Pilgrimage attendees have not seen them.
Please promote the Pilgrimage to anyone you know who
might be interested, especially those with kids or grand kids
who might enjoy it. Consider organizing a field trip to visit
some layouts and invite your friends to come along. It helps
boost overall attendance, and it's fun too!

Continued on Page 4
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Continued from Page 3

To all of the hosts, you have a significant role in increasing
our attendance. While the division is making a great effort to
get the word out, there is no substitute for self-promotion.
Tell everyone you know about your open house—neighbors,
friends, co-workers, etc. Better yet, send out an email invita-
tion to everyone on your mailing list who lives within a hun-
dred miles. Despite all of our best efforts, you can reach
people that we can't. Even if you manage to get just a few
extra people, your efforts combined with those of others
can make a big difference.

In closing, as | mentioned at the division meeting, | challenge
all hosts: if you are hosting a three-hour morning session, try
to get 75 people through the door, if you are hosting a four-
hour afternoon or all-day session, aim for a hundred. (I can
almost hear everyone's eyes rolling!) Yes, | know these goals
are aggressive, but they're achievable.

One thing | did not mention at the division meeting: my
overall goal for this year's attendance: a 50% increase, no
less. Together, we can make it happen.

| look forward to seeing all of you at the 2026 Piedmont
Pilgrimage! &

There’s been a lot of progress on Mark Brigwater's Canton South-
ern since last year. Mark's layout is one of the biggest in the state

o~ —
Steve Austin's Elkhorn Iron & Timber Co. Railroad is always a pop-
ular stop on the Pilgrimage, and for good reason!

Bill Bregar's layout is so new that he’s barely had time to lay the
track! But it will ready and running in time for his open house on
November 21.

RALPH E. WEEKS COMPANY

Justin Jankauskus's Delaware and Hudson Penn Division really
captures the feel of 1970s railroading in the northeast. Justin's
layout is one of the four featured on this year's video.

o~
vy

e

Saturday, November 7 1:00 - 4:30
1632 Centennial Olympic Parkway, Conyers, GA
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NEW BIVISION
MEMBERS!

Steven Eubanks Marietta
Michael Hawes Cartersville
Jay Holland Acworth

Nikhil Jammalamadaka
Smyrna

Mark LaPlante Cumming
Luke Lewis Atlanta
Billy Little Canton

David May Lawrenceville

Asiri Mudcli Acworth

Jake Overton Johns Creek

Adam Preble Grayson

Joe Solorzano Marietta

Eric Swalberg Acworth

George Thurman Canton

Charles Townsend
Gainesville

Michael Van Voorhis
Acworth

Jeffrey Yeomans Braselton

Scott Yonek Jackson

'.9!
“"Annual Plcnlc

*Piedmont D1v1s1o f

On Saturday, September 19, the Piedmont Division
held what has become our annual picnic at the Hol-
comb Bridge Park pavilion. A bit over twenty mem-
bers and spouses attended, including SER President |
Walt Liles and his wife, Janet. And we want to sa-
lute and thank Diana Watson, and of course, her
ever-helpful husband, Randall, for all their great
work in putting the picnic together. It would not
have happened but for her determination! The
food was great, as was the fellowship! We hope
we’ll see more of you there next year!

Extra Discount

Show this ad for an
Extra 10% Off

your Purchase.

Voted Lionel's #1 Train Store

The Lenny Award Winner- Favorite Train Dealer

In spite of his work as Chairman of our
annual Train Show, Jim Trauvis still finds
time to pursue his MMR rating. Here
AP Chairman Charles Mason, MMR
presents Jim with his Model Railroad GRrTRETR DT
Engineer—Electrical AP certificate.

4153 Lawrenceville Hwy NW, Lilburn GA 30047

legacystation.com 770-339-7780
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SUPPORTED AREA GROUP
ACTIVITIES

This map shows there are many members living too far away to
attend the monthly meeting location:

Piedmont Division

Wember andmerthly meskeg batens

Therefore the Division wants to support activities by groups of
members in the same area.

If you see from the map
- that there are several members near you,
- or you are already gathering,

and would like support to enable you to share the hobby with
guests, or need a clinician to come to you to share their expertise.

A Sponsored Area Group (SAG) will consist of four or more Pied-
mont Division members. The SAG Group will be completely infor-
mal and without officers.

For more information on the Piedmont Division’s Supported Area
Group Activities (SAGA), goto piedmont-div.org/
division-education-2/

Peter Thomas
SAG COORDINATOR
sagainfo@piedmont-div.org
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The: Iargest HobbyTown in the World"&!..

?’ TN
y ¥ \_‘\.
y ‘ - \

840 Barrett Parkway - Kennesaw, GA130144
"

With nearly 6,000 sq. ft. dedicated
to Model Trains in almost every
gauge and scale, we probably have
what you want in stock. And if we
don’t, we can get it for you quickly!

We also carry an enormous
selection of “modelers tackle”
such as tools, paints,
airbrushes, paint brushes,
masking tapes, glues, plastic
parts, LEDs, track buildings,
vehicles and other stuff you
just can’t do without.

Find us on Facebook,
email us at hobbytownusatrains@gmail.com
phone us at 770-426-8800,
or better yet, just come to our store and see for yourself!

We are open Mondays thru Saturdays from 10 am until 9 pm.
On Sundays, we're open from Noon until 6.

@ Bring your NMRA card for

© your 10% discount.

Some exclusions apply. See store for delails

R Trax®

making things move

> CatzPaw

_ Innovations, LLC

Over 550 Unique 3D Printed Scale Model Replicas
and the InvisaTrax®Product Line

www.catzpaw.com
YouTube.com/@invisatrax

MISCELLANEOUS
Railroad Company

OVER 50 INTERIOR KITS
for HO Passenger Cars

Find us on eBay and Facebook

e-mal: miscellaneousrailroadcompany@gmail.com
Eric Haffner / 404 368 3400 / Please leave a message
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Running Extra

This is what some people will think when you tell them
that you have a “duck under” on your layout.

According to the Arcade Valley Garden Railroad,

4 there are two types of model railroaders:

1. Those who have a continuous loop on which
to run their trains

and

2. Those who do not have enough room for
a continuous loop and so pretend that they
did not want one anyway.

TNl NS
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‘Chattanooga
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Loo Hovne
L >

my BoyFruEnD\
WANTS To SHOW YOU
HIS TRAIN
COLLECTION!

LISTEN UP,
PEOPLE !

WOODSTOCK,
GA

425 Market Place Roswell GA 30075

10GOVOTIVESEIRONNGISTOCKRTRAGKISURRITES
STRUGTUREIKTSEIDETAISPARTSEIHOBBHTOOLS)
DCADECODERSANDRYSTENISEISCENERIVATERIALS
RORERATINGIHOR CAIEIUAYO U
" oy

Store hours - Monday Saturdayl%pm Sunday CaII
Keeping the Hobby Fun!

Steve Funsten  www.blueoxtrains.com
404-312-6467 blueoxtrains@helisouth.net

GIZMO TRAINS
= -

“WHEBUY & SELL TRAINSY
TRAINS.

678-361-4458

GIZMOTRAINS(@GMAIL.CO

We bring your layout to life...
one sign at a time.

- Printed on premium stock Use code
» Accurate fonts and graphics  \ o 25095 for 10%

« Custom orders a
o Sloms Froms yourara off your first order.

ORDER TODAY AT

LinesideDetails.com
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PIEDMONT DIVISION
LEADERSHIP

PIEDMONT DIVISION

COMMITTEE, PROGRAM AND ACTIVITY
CHAIRS AND CONTACTS

DR. GARY FISH
770-846-2222

SUPERINTENDENT (2026)
superintendent@piedmont-div.org

OPERATIONS (2027)
operations@piedmont-div.org

Doug Alexander
770-272-2986

PETER THOMAS
404-435-5684

FINANCE (2027)
finance@piedmont-div.org

DIANA WATSON
770-831-5736

ADMINISTRATION (2026)
admin@piedmont-div.org

RAYMOND STEWART
678-925-3270

MEMBERSHIP (2026)
personnel@piedmont-div.org

DIRECTORS AT LARGE

2026 2027

SCOTT DUNLAP
scott@borail.net
973-876-5812

Tom GORDON
twgordon@outlook.com
678-643-6022

HOWARD GOODWIN, MMR
horn69@bellsouth.net
770-529-2103

CHARLES MAASON, MMR
ap@piedmont-div.org
770-993-1589

Jim TRAVIS
jgtravis049@gmail.com
770-289-2020

STEVE LANDRY
stevenlandry105@yahoo.com
219-214-3606

RANDALL WATSON
randallvwatsonl@bellsouth.net
770-831-5736

JOHNATHAN MYERS
jonmyers@gmail.com
828-226-3380

ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM
Charles Mason, MMR
ap@piedmont-div.org
770-993-1589

APPAREL/DIVISION STORE
Open

COFFEE COORDINATOR
John Falk
johnfalk50@gmail.com
678-361-4458

COMMUNICATIONS,
ADVERTISING, MARKETING
& TIMETABLE

Doug Alexander

doug_alexander@bellsouth.net
404-272-2986

GOOD AND WELFARE
Lori and Peter Thomas
gw@piedmont-div.org
404-435-5684

ELECTIONS
Rick Coble
elections@piedmont-div.org

LIBRARY—BOOKS

Stephen Leydon
booklibrary@piedmont-div.org
770 338-4966

LIBRARY—VIDEOS

Jack Spangler
videolibrary@piedmont-div.org
404 539-3981

MODEL RAILROAD AND
DivISION HELP
Ovidiu Trifanescu

memberaid@piedmont-div.org
678-230-3184

NAME TAGS
James Bando

horailroader@comcast.net
770-928-2135

PIEDMONT PILGRIMAGE
Scott Dunlap
pilgrimage@piedmont-div.org
973-876-5812

REFRESHMENTS
Open

THE TRAIN SHOW
James Travis
showmanager@
themodeltrainshow.com
770-289-2020

TRAIN N CAMP

Perry Lamb
training@piedmont-div.org
770 331-1669

WEB/IT COORDINATOR
Bob Kelshaw

webmaster@piedmont-div.org

678 224-1261

SUPERINTENDENT EMERITUS

PERRY LAMB

perry_lamb@mindspring.com 770-218-9744

TMONT DIy IR
o N




MAY — SEPTEMBER 2026

THE PIEDMONT DIVISION TIMETABLE

PAGE 9

B & B Sales Grayson, GA
1142 Athens Hwy #107 (US-78)
Grayson, GA 30017
https://www.bandbhobby.com/

Kimberly Franklin
770-972-2328

@ Ssteve Funston
404-312-6467

Blue Ox Trains Roswell, GA
425 Market Place
www.blueoxtrains.com/

HobbyTown Kennesaw, GA MM®R
840 Barrett Parkway NW
www.hobbytown.com/kennesaw-ga/1111

@ Mike Murray
770-426-8800

Legacy Station Lilburn, GA MmRrA @ 770-339-7780
4153 Lawrenceville Hwy, Suite 12

www.legacystation.com

Stockbridge Hobby Shop Stockbridge, GA 770-389-0686
2725 North Henry Boulevard

stockbridgehobbyshop.com

TrainMaster Models Auburn, GA 678-546-3600
1359 4th Avenue
Auburn, GA Open Thurs-Sat, otherwise, on-line.

www.trainmastermodels.com

“@~” Owneris a Piedmont Division member

MRARRA  Store provides a discount to NMRA members

Model Train Service and Repair

Jack Shaw
770-683-6905

American Flyer Repair
165 Primrose Pass
Newnan, GA 30265

Ovidiu Trifanescu
678-230-3184

Atlanta Locomotive Co.
3204 Timbercreek DR
Roswell GA 30076

Lathbury Electric Train Sales and Svc. J.D. Lathbury
959 Highland Terrace NE #6 404-892-3113
Atlanta GA 30306

404-892-3113

Dave Bennett
770-597-0038

Train Installations, LLC
Woodstock, GA 30188
https://www.traininstallations.com/

On-Line Hobby Stores

Southern Digital Railroad Hobbies
5295 Highway 78, Suite D-322

Stone Mountain, GA 30087
https://sodigi.com/

Fusion Scale Hobbies Cartersville, Ga.
The new home of Scalecoat Paints!
https://fusionscalehobbies.com/

Southern Cresent Hobbies Peachtree City, GA
Presently On-Line only
southerncrescenthobby.com

Squeaky’s Trains & Things Lawrenceville, GA
www.support@SqueakyTrains.com

TRAINZ Flowery Branch, Ga.
Over 140,000 train, parts and hobby products at
Trainz.com

Stores with Train-Related Merchandise

Southeastern Railway Museum Shop
3595 Buford Highway

Duluth, GA 30009
www.train-museum.org

Southern Museum of Civil War and Locomotive History
2829 Cherokee Street

Kennesaw, GA 30144

www.southernmuseum.org
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