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P I EDMONT  D IV IS ION   
LEADERSHIP  

Are model railroaders having fun? YOU BET!!!!! 

The PD is out there promoting model railroading. We had our annual 
PIEDMONT PILGRIMAGE during October and November. What a great 
time to meet new folks, spend time with friends new and old while hav-
ing fun with trains. Our chairman Gary Jarabek organized about 75 layouts to start and ended up 
with about 70 on the tour over 6 weekends. We had new layouts come on board as well as our 
regulars that people love to visit. It gets people involved and that ignites enthusiasm in the hobby.  

What is really exciting is every layout is so unique to see 
with so many varieties of eras and themes. If you never 
have visited during Pilgrimage season you must come 
over. Our marketing team launched some promoted 
Facebook ads which reached over 12,000 new people 
during the Piedmont Pilgrimage. This helps expose the 
division and the PP to many new folks at a minimal 
cost. The Piedmont Pilgrimage is one of our largest out-
reaches in our division.  

Special thanks to Gary Jarabek and his team of volun-
teers and the marketing committee led by Sally Bando 
for all their hard work on the event. Thank you to all our 
hosts, visitors and volunteers. A special thanks to our 
advertisers and sponsors for their support. Scale Trains 
sponsored our booklet that we give out at all the lay-
outs, and thanks to Digitrax for their donation as well. 
THANK YOU!!!!!! 

Charlie Mason and Jim Datka organized our Fall Model 
and Photo Contest in October at our regular monthly 
meeting. An expanded section showcases the winning 
entries. CONGRATULATIONS to all our winners! 

     (continued on next page) 

PIEDMONT DIVISION SUPERINTENDENT'S  
WINTER 2019 

Photo by Sally Bando 



(continued from previous page) 

Recently we had an invitation to put some sort of train display together at 
the Open Streets Emory Village Alliance Festival in Decatur, GA. This was our 
first year doing this, 
but they really want-
ed trains represented 
because the old SAL 
mainline ran through 
Emory, now the CSX. 
A costume parade 
started at 2 PM and 
the public was invit-
ed to Trunk or Treat 
on Sunday October 
28th. Chris Haon, Sally 
and James Bando set 
up the G Scale trains 
running outdoors for 
the people to enjoy. 
The train cars were full of candy for our young visitors. We hope for this to 
become an annual event. 

We recently tried a new event in November for modeling. We have our reg-
ular NMRA Contest months in October and April, but we tried something 
new. We had 3 entries for our diorama contest. We had certain size require-
ment for different scales and the dioramas had to have track and some 
sort of rolling stock on it. The rest was up to the modelers to create. We of-
fered 3 prizes. 1st place was a registration to the 2019 SER Convention and 
2nd and 3rd were gift certificates to Blue Ox Trains in Roswell, GA. This new 
approach was exciting to try, and the 3 dioramas represented N, HO and G 
scale. Something fun! 

We held our recent elections in November. The following members will be 
coming into office January 1st. Special thanks to Chuck Hoesch for manag-
ing the nominations and elections. Very well organized and smooth. 

Welcome and congratulations to the following: 

SUPERINTENDENT Walt Liles 

DIRECTOR OF PERSONNEL Howard Goodwin MMR 

DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION Perry Lamb 

DIRECTORS AT LARGE John Falk, David Gelmini, Alan Mole and  
 Joe Sullivan 

Thank you to our current BOD for all their dedication and volunteering their 
time.  

We will be looking forward to 2019 for the exciting things to come. The Mod-
el Train Show returns on March 16th and 17th. Please mark your calendars for 
this weekend. David Gelmini and his team are hard at work already getting 
things ready for a fun and exciting show. Please plan to attend.  

We are planning something special for our NMRA National visitors while 
here in February for the NMRA BOD Meeting. We will have some photos to 
share in the next publication. 

We are excited for things that are happening. Great models are being pro-
duced by the manufactures and the industry seems to be strong. Support 
your hobby shops.  

I am looking forward to an exciting 2019 with new things for the division. We 
will try to bring back the auction that we use to do during the year. We are 
one of the busiest divisions but we have to continue to strive for new mem-
bers and share the hobby with as many people as we can. That is how it will 
continue to be a fun hobby that we all love and enjoy. 

Till Next Quarter,  

—Walt Liles 
Superintendent Piedmont Division 

PIEDMONT DIVISION SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT WINTER 2019 

Piedmont Division monthly meetings are held at: 

Holy Innocents’ Episcopal Church 
805 Mt. Vernon Highway, Atlanta, GA 30327 

Division meeting are open to everyone. Come join us to see what fun 
Model Railroading is. See Division Calendar for  
details. 

We hope to see you at our next meeting! 

Photo by Sally Bando 



I had everything planned out. I finished the feature article in 
November. Columns were submitted EARLY! Everything was 
in place to get this issue done and to my editors before 

Christmas. Oh, well. Life and work will always get in the way. So here is the 
first issue of 2019, late and unedited. Any typos and errors are completely 
my fault. Maybe next quarter… 

I scheduled my annual home town visit to Milwaukee to coincide with Train-
fest. Boy am I glad I did! My fellow cheese heads have developed an in-
credible program to get children excited about model trains. How excited? 
Would you believe 11 and 15-year old kids entering their own layouts in the 
show? And for the 11-year old, this is his FIFTH consecutive year! I am indebt-
ed to Ken Jablinski and Jackie Costa of the WISE Division for all of there assis-
tance and their generosity in providing materials and information about 
their very innovative program. 

I was unable to visit any layouts on the Piedmont Pilgrimage other than our 
Featured Layout, Steve Austin’s. Of course if you only get to see one lay-
out—this should probably be the one. 

This issue also has expanded coverage of the winners of the October Model 
and Photo contest. We have amazing craftspeople and photographers in 
the Piedmont Division and I am delighted to share their efforts with you. 
Thank you to everyone who submitted entries and I look forward to seeing 
what is entered in April’s Contests. 

Raymond Stewart wrote another Countin’ Rivets review, this time for Wal-
thers’ Mainline Trinity 3281 2-Bay Covered Hopper. Not only does he provide 
an excellent overview of the model, he discusses how it can be improved 
with available detail parts. Make your hopper unique! 

All of you have your own opinions on the models you have purchased. 
Make them known and submit your own Countin’ Rivets review. 

 —Jim Datka 

 Timetable Editor and Publisher 
 jdatka@mindspring.com  770 772-1538 

Note: Trainfest is a registered trademark of the WISE Division and is reproduced here 
with their permission. Any use of the Junior Engineering Program materials must credit 
the WISE Division as the source. 
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NMRA PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM 
Like saving money? 

Your membership can save you 5%, 10%, 15%, 20% and even up to 25% from more 
than 20 manufacturers and distributors of model railroad equipment, supplies and 
services. 

Simply login to the NMRA.ORG website and highlight the “Benefits” tab on the 
member home page. Then click on “NMRA Partnership Program” in the pull down 
menu. This will take you to a page listing all of the participating vendors with de-
tailed instructions on how to take advantage of their discounts. It even includes links 
to the vendor websites. Nothing could be easier! 

Start saving today by taking advantage of this outstanding NMRA member  
benefit! 

NMRA MEMBER BENEF ITS 



 January thru  
October 2018 Budget 

Amount Over 
Budget 

REVENUE    

Advertising Sales 4,454.00 6,100.00 (1.646.00) 

Contributions  2,170.31  2,189.10  (18.79) 

Event Fees 25,869.00 28,441.00  (2,572.00) 

Raffle Sales 1,270.00 1,000.00 270.00 

Sales of Product 316.00 330.00 (14.00) 

Table Rental 16,249.00 16,200.00 49.00 

White Elephant Sales 1,901.25 1,200.00 701.25 

TOTAL REVENUE  52,229.56  55,460.10  (3,230.54)  

TOTAL COST OF GOODS SOLD - 663.79  - 625.00  -38.79  

GROSS PROFIT  51,565.77  54,835.10 (3,269.33) 
    

EXPENSE    

Accounting & Legal Fees 600.00 791.29 (191.29) 

Advertising & Marketing 5,488.86 9,113.00 (3,624.14) 

AudiVisual Equipment 172.91  172.91 

Bank Charges 695.83 500.00  195.83  

Booth Expense 61.48   61.48  

Total Entertainment 518.32 400.00 118.32 

Facility Rental  16,337.50  17,800.00  (1,462.50)  

Furniture Rental 4,788.33 4,700.00 88.33 

Good & Welfare  83.30 (83.30) 

Insurance 165.00 165.00  

Layout Cost 1,250.00 1,150.00 100.00 

Total Membership Drive 65.00 135.00 (70.00) 

Office Supplies 421.75 666.60 (244.85) 

Operating Supplies 837.64 1,658.30 (820.66) 

Plaques & Awards 561.33 200.00 361.33 

P.O. Box Rental 252.00 250.00 2.00 

Postage 3,486.48 4,150.00 (663.52) 

Program Food & Beverages  500.00 (500.00) 

Publishing  5,943.74  8,012.00  (2,068.26)  

Raffle Expense 196.60  196.60 

Software & Internet 264.99 416.70 (151.71) 

Taxes & Licenses 30.00 30.00  

Total Travel 619.19 1,000.00 (380.81) 

TOTAL EXPENSE  42,756.95  51,721.19  (8,964.24)  
    

NET OPERATING REVENUE 8,808.82 3,113.91 5,694.91 

Monthly Financial Reports are presented to the Board of  Directors. 

OVERVIEW OF PIEDMONT DIVISION FINANCES  
FOR FIRST TEN MONTHS OF 2018 

ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM 
Charles Mason  

candmjmason@att.net 
770 993-1589 

ADVERTISING AND  
APPAREL/DIVISION STORE 

AND PIEDMONT PILGRIMAGE 
Gary Jarabek 

gjarabek@bellsouth.net 
770 509-6941 

PRODUCTION AND MEMBER AID 
Ovidiu Trifanescu 
piko7403@yahoo.com 

678 230-3184 

BOY SCOUTS MERIT BADGE 
Howard Goodwin, MMR 

horn69@bellsouth.net 
770 529-2103 

ASSISTANT TRAIN SHOW  
Gary Jarabek 

gjarabek@bellsouth.net 
770 509-6941 

 

 
LIBRARY—BOOKS 

Stephen Leydon 
sleydon1@bellsouth.net 

770 338-4966 

LIBRARY—VIDEOS 
David Gelmini 

actgel@bellsouth.net 
770 707-5019  

COFFEE COORDINATOR 
John Falk 

johnfalk50@gmail.com 
678 361-4458 

NAME TAGS 
James Bando 

horailroader@comcast.net 
770 928-2135 

MARKETING 
Sally Bando  

sbandogeorgia@comcast.net 
770 928-2135 

RAFFLE LAYOUT 
Raymond Stewart  
raystew@yahoo.com 

678 925-3270 

 
REFRESHMENTS 
Dr. Gary Fish  

bigfish600@gmail.com 
770 846-2222 

TRAIN’IN CAMP 
Perry Lamb  

training@piedmont-div.org 
770 331-1669 

GOOD AND WELFARE 
Chuck & Mary Ann 

Hoesch 
hoesch@brmemc.net 

828 837-9686 

SPECIAL PROJECTS 
Scott Chatfield  

blindog@mindspring.com 
678 467-6480 

WEBMASTER 
Scott Povlot  

spovolot@yahoo.com 
770 569-4678 

P IEDMONT  D IV IS ION  
COMMITTEE ,  PROGRAM  AND  ACTIVITY  CHAIRS  AND  CONTACTS  

 

The Intersection of: 

       Model Railroading 

       Linear Propulsion 

       Limited Space 

Linear Propulsion has been taken to the next level 

with a patented track that contains overlapping coils, 

enabling small object to be propelled around the 

track  on a base of four small magnets. 

Animate the scenery in your existing train layouts to 

add an extra wow factor 0r use the 1:1000 scale (approximately) train cars to cre-

ate a novelty desk or table top display. 

www.nanotrains.com 770-710-8522 



 

 

 

 

 

MODEL RAILROADING 101  
Saturday, January 12, 2019 

1 PM to 4 PM  
Hobbytown USA—Kennesaw 

840 Ernest W. Barrett Pkwy NW 
Kennesaw, GA 30144 

770 426-8800 

This FREE seminar shows how to get started in Model Railroading. We show 
all the ways to put your railroad to work: 

• Types of track and switches 

• Controlling your model trains  

• Building scenery, structures and cars 

• Constructing a table (benchwork) for your model railroad, 

As this is held at model railroad hobby stores, you will see up close the var-
ious products and options available to the hobbyist. Experienced instruc-
tors will answer all your questions. 

Contact Perry Lamb: Perry_Lamb@mindspring.com 



One of the newest mod-
els released by Walthers’ 
Mainline brand is their 
version of the Trinity 3281 
2-bay covered hopper. 

While this car style has been offered by a select few manufactures, it fits the 
price range that most modelers are willing to pay to obtain a few cars or even 
a small fleet. While this car is a new release, it will be hard to find at hobby 
shops or train shows. At the time this was written, Walthers was sold out of all 
road names and numbers. This tells me that they produced a nice model that is 
in demand. (I was informed that they plan to offer this model again and that 
undecorated models will be available, unsure about road names or numbers.) 

A search of the web 
for more specific infor-
mation about this car 
yielded the following 
information:  “Trinity 
Rail offers a complete 
line of covered hop-
pers including a 3,281-
cubic-foot, through 
center sill car, optimized for transporting cement, sand, or other high-density 
products. The car features round side and roof construction, multiple hatch op-
tions to meet specific shipper needs and a high side sill for easier access to out-
let gates and vibrator brackets.” (www.progressiverailroading.com/railproducts/
product/3281-Cubic-Foot-Covered-Hopper--75) 

I purchased several different road names and numbers for future operation on 
my layout that is in the early construction phase. The models came in the stand-
ard packaging that allows the modeler to save the box and place the car 
back into it for storage when not in use. It has a vacuum formed cradle and 
cover with enough room for the couplers to remain on the model without dam-
age.  This is somewhat an industry standard now compared to twenty years 
ago when something the like an Athearn “blue box” let the model slide around 
in the box without any padding.  

My first observation while looking at the model was the couplers and trucks. I 
was pleased to see that the model came with metal wheels and knuckle style 
couplers. The metal wheels come with plastic axles and are fitted into nicely 
cast 100-ton roller bearing trucks. The couplers appear to be made from a 
black plastic, very well made and sturdy. In appearance they look very similar 
to the Kadee #5 but with smaller knuckle faces just a bit bigger than the Kadee 
#58 style coupler.  

The body details are nice and cleanly cast; from 
the discharge outlets at the bottom to the fill 
hatches on top of the car. The model even has 
brake system parts on each end of the car, which 
was quite a nice surprise to me. This level of detail is 
normally found on cars with a higher price tag. A 
level of detail that I particularly like is the brake pip-
ing between the components on the “B” end of 
the car. The chain coming from the brake wheel is 
even connected to the brake cylinder. Each end 
of the car also has the linkages for the airline piping 
and slack adjusters that go to each of the trucks. 
This is a very nice level of detail that is often left off 
of less expensive cars. The ladder cages around 
each end of the car are study and well-built and 
appear to match up to prototype photos that I 
looked at. The crossover platform on each end of the car does appear to be 
lacking in detail as it is cast on rather than a separate casting.   

Now for the fine scale modeler: the ladder rungs and ladder cages are a bit 
oversized. The roof walk is a cast part and not an etched metal part, same as 
the cross over platforms. Some more brake piping could be added as there is a 
basic level of detail on the model. (refer to prototype photos on the web) There 
are etched metal aftermarket parts available for the crossover platforms as it is 
a generic style but none that are a drop-in replacement for the roof walk. This 
part could possibly be purchased from American Limited Models, but it’s not 
listed on their website. A modeler could potentially kit-bash some existing roof 
walks together to get the correct look. (Plano Model Products - #10868 Walthers 
Trinity 100-ton 
Covered Hop-
per Walkway) 
Another part 
that could be 
added by the 
modeler 
would be the 
car identifica-
tion tags.  

My overall 
thoughts about this model is that it is a very nice with good visible detail. The 
model is fairly priced at $27.98 for the average modeler looking to add a few 
cars and up to a small fleet.  
 —Raymond Stewart  

COUNTIN’ RIVETS: WALTHERS MAINLINE TRINITY 3281  
2-BAY COVERED HOPPER  

REVIEW AND PHOTOS BY RAYMOND STEWART 



 

SWAP MEET AT BLUE OX TRAINS 

Photos courtesy of 
Sally Bando 



TUESDAY, JANUARY 8, 2019   6 PM BOD; 7-9 PM Piedmont Division Mtg 

CLINICIAN: ALBERT CHURELLA  TITLE: Two Foot Narrow Gauge  

Albert will present the history of two-foot narrow gauge and the challenges of mod-
elling the unusual scale/gauge combination of On2. He wrote a book on the Penn-
sylvania Railroad which he is providing for our raffle.  

BRING & BRAG:  Bring your favorite Pennsylvania Railroad or whatever you have 
been working on and want to share. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 12, 2019   1 PM to 4 PM  

TRAIN N CAMP - MODEL RAILROADING 101   RSVP:  perry_lamb@mindspring.com 

Hobby Town, 840 Ernest W. Barrett Pkwy, Kennesaw  

SATURDAY, JANUARY 19, 2019       

GOLDEN SPIKE MODEL TRAIN SHOW at Infinite Energy Forum, 6400 Sugarloaf Parkway, 

Duluth, Georgia 30097    

SATURDAY, JANUARY 19, 2019   9AM to 1 PM     

O SCALE SOUTH 2019 SWAP MEET  at Cross of Life Lutheran Church, 1000 Hembree 

Road, Roswell, GA  oscalesouth.com 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 20, 2019   1 PM to 5 PM 

LAYOUT OPEN HOUSE: JERRY MICHNEWICZ  

HO scale of New York Central’s Michigan Division set in the 1950’s. Steam and diesel 

serving 26 Detroit area industries plus passenger trains. Jerry was an operator on this 

line and has modeled the switch towers, freight stations and passenger stations 

where he worked out of high school. 2834 Beverly Hills Drive, Marietta, GA 30068   

SATURDAY, JANUARY 26, 2019   Begins at 9:30 AM     

SER BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING  at Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum 

General Offices, Meeting Room, 4119 Cromwell Road, Chattanooga, TN 37421 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 26, 2019   All Day 

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA     CHAIRPERSON: HOWARD GOODWIN 

Winter 2019 BSA Railroading Merit Badge Clinic at Covenant Presbyterian Church, 

2881 Canton Road, Marietta 30066  

SATURDAY, JANUARY 26 through SUNDAY, JANUARY 27, 2019       

TRAINS, TRAINS, TRAINS at Southern Museum Of Civil War and Locomotive History, 

2829 Cherokee Street,  Kennesaw, GA 30144  

SATURDAY, JANUARY 26 through SUNDAY, JANUARY 27, 2019       

COASTAL RAILS TRAIN SHOW at National Guard Armory 1248 Eisenhower Dr. Savan-

nah, GA 31406    

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2019   1 PM to 5 PM 

LAYOUT OPEN HOUSE: PERRY LAMB The Utah, Colorado &Western is a freelanced HO 

scale railroad set in today’s era. This 43 ft by 14 ft layout has 300 ft of main line and 

scenery is 70% complete. 4034 Palisades Main, NW, Kennesaw, GA 30144    

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2019   6 PM BOD; 7-9 PM Piedmont Division Mtg 

CLINICIAN: STEFAN BARTELSKI    TITLE: Die Cutting  

Stephan explains how to use a die cutting machine for rolling stock and structure 

parts. He will describe craft cutters such as CriCut and Silhouette.  

BRING & BRAG:  Bring your favorite specialty lettering examples and sources, or 

whatever you have been working on and want to share. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2019  Begins at 9 AM 

NMRA NATIONAL BOARD MEETING at Drury Inn & Suites Atlanta Airport, 1270 Virginia 

Avenue, Atlanta, GA 30344     

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2019  10 AM to 12 PM  

OVERVIEW OF THE ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM    RSVP: Charlie at candmjmason@att.net  

Learn the various certificates available and their requirements. Judging and scoring 

is explained, with an overview and examples of the paperwork needed. Examples  

of model scratch-building and super-detailing will be presented.  

Blue Ox Trains, 425 Market Pl, Roswell, GA 30075  

TUESDAY, MARCH 12, 2019   6 PM BOD; 7-9 PM Piedmont Division Mtg 

CLINICIAN: JACKSON MCQUIGG     TITLE: The Locomotive Texas 

Jackson is with the Atlanta History Center, and will provide a history of the locomo-

tive including restoration decisions and the thinking behind them. The AHC is provid-

ing 6 tickets for our raffle to see the Texas in person.  

BRING & BRAG:  Bring your favorite The General or Texas locomotives, or whatever 

you have been working on and want to share. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 16 through SUNDAY, MARCH 17, 2019       

PIEDMONT DIVISION MODEL TRAIN SHOW at COBB GALLERIA CENTRE, 2 Galleria Parkway, 

Atlanta, GA 30339 

SATURDAY, MARCH 30, 2019   1 PM to 4 PM  

TRAIN N CAMP - PAN PASTELS      RSVP:  perry_lamb@mindspring.com  

Covenant Presbyterian Church, 2881 Canton Road, Marietta 30066  

SUNDAY, MARCH 31, 2019    10 AM to 5 PM 

LAYOUT OPEN HOUSE: CHRIS HAON  

The LP&CL Railroad is a front yard “G” scale railroad.  A massive turntable supports a  

mix of steam and diesel engines.  A must see…bring the kids and grandkids!   

2589 Oakrill Road, Marietta, GA 30062  

P IEDMONT            D IV IS ION  CALENDAR  



Winners of the Fall 2018 Model and Photo Contest 
begin on the next page. Thank you to all who par-
ticipated and congratulations to the winners. 

In addition to the Model and Photo Contests, Piedmont Division 
members have been active in the achievement program also.  The 
following division members have earned awards and certificates: 

Thomas Lloyd—Chief Dispatcher AP Certificate  
 Volunteer AP Certificate  
 Golden Spike Award  

John Bacon—Golden Spike Award  

Jim Rogers— Golden Spike Award   

Phil Stead —Golden Spike Award   

Joe Sullivan—Golden Spike Award  

The Golden Spike is the easiest, and for many 
members, the first AP award that they earn.  It 
is designed to demonstrate familiarity with dif-
ferent areas of model railroading, rather than 
expertise in a particular area.  Take a look at 

the requirements.  You 
may find that you have 
met most or all of them 
already.  Applications 
for the Golden Spike 
Award can be downloaded from the NMRA 
website.  An application was also included in 
every Piedmont Pilgrimage host package. 

Now that the 2018 Piedmont Pilgrimage is over, 
many of you earned points toward the Associ-

ation Volunteer AP certificate.  Open house hosts earned three 
points.  Operator assistants also earned three points for each open 
house.  Download the record and validation forms from the NMRA 
website and keep track of these points.  It is far easier to keep track 
of points as you earn them, as compared to reconstructing your histo-
ry years later.  Points are also earned by serving on committees and 
by participating in the Boy Scout merit badge program.  When you 
have earned 60 points, you have fulfilled the major requirement for 
the Association Volunteer AP certificate.  Over 70 Piedmont Division 
members have already earned this certificate.  Take a look; you soon 
may join the list. 

The AP committee will be conducting three small-group clinics in 2019 
to assist those members pursuing AP certificates.  The first clinic is enti-
tled "An Overview of the Achievement Program" and will be held on 
Saturday morning, February 16, from 10 AM until noon at Blue Ox 
Trains.  The session will emphasize the requirements for the various cer-
tificates, judging and the scoring matrices, review of some good ex-
amples of paperwork, and some scratch-building and super-detailing 
examples (models and track work).   

The second and third clinics will focus on the Electrical certificate and 
the Chief Dispatcher certificate, respectively.  Dates for these two 
clinics have not yet been announced.  Participation in these clinics 
will be limited.  Contact Charlie Mason by e-mail or telephone if you 
are interested in attending. 

The next model contest will be held during the April division meeting.  
Start working on your entries now. 

—Charlie Mason MMR  
Piedmont Division Achievement Program Chairman 
candmjmason@att.net   770 993-1589 

ACHIEVEMENT  PROGRAM  NEWS :  F ALL  2018 M ODEL   
AND  PHOTO  CONTEST  W INNERS  

Thomas Lloyd 

John Bacon 

Joe Sullivan 



CARS - FIRST PLACE  
MERIT AWARD AND BEST IN SHOW 

Mike Cummings Triple Deck Dormitory Car 
 
Mike Cummings triple 
deck dormitory car 
model also received a 
Merit Award, the Best-in
-Show Award, and the 
Robert McIntyre Award.   
The Robert McIntyre Award is giv-
en to a first-time contest entrant 
who earns a merit award with the 
highest number of points. 
 
 
 

STRUCTURES – FIRST PLACE 
Mike Cummings 
3 Company Houses, 
 Cass WV  

 
 

 
 

  CARS - SECOND PLACE  
  Mike Cummings 
  CB&Q Dynamometer Car 

 

ACHIEVEMENT  PROGRAM  NEWS :  F ALL  2018 M ODEL   
AND  PHOTO  CONTEST  W INNERS  

Photos courtesy of 
James Bando 



STRUCTURES – SECOND PLACE  
Stefan Bartelski Pump Boys Gas   Station 

 

 
COLOR PRINT PROTOTYPE – 1ST PLACE  

Ken Stinnette Georgetown Loop Trestle 
 

 STRUCTURES – THIRD PLACE  
 Stefan Bartelski Tobacco Drying Shed 
 

 
 

ACHIEVEMENT  PROGRAM  NEWS :  F ALL  2018 M ODEL   
AND  PHOTO  CONTEST  W INNERS  

WORKING ON THE RAILROAD – 2ND PLACE  
Ken Stinnette  Cumbres #489 



WORKING ON THE RAILROAD PHOTO – 1ST PLACE  
Jerry Gorla 
Crew Change 
 
 
 

 
PROTOTYPE B&W PRINT  – 1ST PLACE  

Jerry Gorla SCL 376 (U18B) Crossing the  
Diamond at Plant City, FL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COLOR PRINT MODELS – 3RD PLACE  
Jerry Gorla Z-Scale Canadian National – Maritime Provinces 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 COLOR PRINT MODELS – 2ND PLACE  
  Sally Bando  Through the Country 

ACHIEVEMENT  PROGRAM  NEWS :  F ALL  2018 M ODEL   
AND  PHOTO  CONTEST  W INNERS  



COLOR PRINT MODELS – 1ST PLACE  
David Gelmini 
Track Work on the Georgia Great Southern 

 

 

COLOR PRINT PROTOTYPE – 3RD PLACE  
David Gelmini NW611 at the Spencer Shops at Sunrise 

 

 

 

 

 

ACHIEVEMENT  PROGRAM  NEWS :  F ALL  2018 M ODEL   
AND  PHOTO  CONTEST  W INNERS  

COLOR PRINT PROTOTYPE – 
2ND PLACE  
Stephen Leydon Last Opera-
tional Ball  Steam Signal & Hut 



 



 

P IEDMONT  D IV IS ION ’S  OCTOBER  MEET ING  
 TOM  GORDON :  MODEL  RAILROAD  TECHNICAL  

GEEK  SPEAK  DECIPHERED  

Photos courtesy of 
James Bando 

Tom provided a helpful overview of the technologies that make modern layouts 
run better and provide features thought impossible not that long ago. He ex-
plained the confusing terms and TLAs (three-letter-acronyms) in use in maga-
zines and on the internet. Tom simplified the wiring of complex electronics and 
showed us how to avoid the dreaded magic smoke. 

GARY  JARABEK  

 JOE  & DOTTIE  MAIURO  

 DAVID  GELMIN I  PRESENTS  2018 
TRAIN  SHOW  OUTSTANDING  
VOLUNTEER  AWARDS  TO—  

TYLER  GELMINI   

 RAYMOND  S TEWART  RECEIVES  HIS  CONTEST  
MERIT  AWARD  FOR  SCENERY  WHICH  

EARNED  HIM  A  CERT IF ICATE  OF  ACHIEVE-
MENT  AS  A  MASTER  BUILDER—SCENERY  



 

P IEDMONT  D IV IS ION ’S  OCTOBER  MEET ING  
BRING-AND-BRAG  AND  MODEL  AND  PHOTO  CONTEST  

Photos courtesy of 
James Bando 

The ever inventive Dr. Joe Nichols Sr 
shows how he made a BOARS HEAD 
reefer using homemade gold decals  

 Craig Knox describes how he 
upgraded the electronics in his 

PRR #1600 4-4-2  

 NMRA Contests run on 
paper work 



 

P IEDMONT  D IV IS ION ’S  NOVEMBER  MEET ING  
DEL  K I T TENDORF :  BRIGHTL INE—AMERICA ’ S  21ST  CENTURY  

RAILROAD  

Photos courtesy of 
James Bando 

Del shared his first-hand experience of riding the new 
higher speed luxury passenger train that recently started 
operation in South Florida. It is rapidly expanding up the 
Florida peninsula and adding service. It truly offers a level 
of speed and comfort unmatched in the US.  

THOMAS  K L IMOSKI  RECEIVES  
HIS  CONTEST  MERIT  AWARD  

FOR  PROTOTYPE  MODELS  AND  
A  CERT IF ICATE  OF  ACHIEVE-

MENT  AS  A  MASTER  BUILDER—
AUTHOR  

NORM  LUNDIN  IS  THE  LUCKY  RAFFLE  
W INNER  OF  A  WALTHER ’S  2019  
MODEL  TRAIN  REFERENCE  BOOK   



 

P IEDMONT  D IV IS ION ’S  NOVEMBER  MEET ING  
D IORAMA  CONTEST  W INNERS  

Photos courtesy of James Bando 

2ND  PLACE - Russ Bundy (HO) winning a $25 
 Blue Ox Trains Gift Certificate 

3RD PLACE - George Stickel (G) winning a $10 
Blue Ox Trains Gift Certificate 

1ST  PLACE - Jerry Gorla (N) winning registration to 
the 2019 SER Convention in Chattanooga, TN 

Thursday, May 30 through Sunday June 2  

 Diorama contest winners  (left-right) George Stickel, Jerry Gorla, Russ Bundy  



 

P IEDMONT  D IV IS ION ’S  NOVEMBER  MEET ING  
BRING-AND-BRAG :  AMTRAK  MODELS  

Photos courtesy of James Bando 

Paul Schenk describes an unusual 
replica wooden arch bridge  that is 

featured on his layout 

 Walt Liles brought a full length Amtrak passenger train 

Del Kittendorf presents his laser-cut wood 
 amusement train model  



 

P IEDMONT  D IV IS ION ’S  HOLIDAY  PARTY  
TUESDAY ,  DECEMBER  11 TH 

Photos courtesy of 
James Bando 

CHARLIE  MASON  DR  M IKE  F LEMING  J IM  DATKA  

WALT  L I LES  PRESENTS  
BRAKEMAN  AWARDS  TO—  

WALT  L I LES  PRESENTS  ENGINEER  
AWARDS  TO—  

SALLY  BANDO  

DAVID  GELMINI  

WALT  L I LES  PRESENTS  CONDUCTOR  
AWARDS  TO—  

JAMES  BANDO  GARY  F ISH  J IM  TRAVIS  

W ALT  RECOGNIZES  THE  
WORK  BY  THE  HOLIDAY  
PARTY  COMMITTEE—  

CHAIR  D IANA  WATSON  

( L-R)  SALLY  BANDO ,  D IANA  WATSON ,  DOTTIE  
MAIURO ,  KATHY  GELMINI   



P IEDMONT  D IV IS ION ’S  HOLIDAY  PARTY  
TUESDAY ,  DECEMBER  11 TH 

Photos courtesy of 
James Bando 

ROBERT  WEST  

J IM  HOBBS  WAS  THE  WINNING  BIDDER  ON  A  
ROBERT  WEST  PAINTING  DONATED  BY   

DR .  JOSEPH  N ICHOLS  SR   MMR 

Renowned railroad artist Robert West capti-
vated the audience with stories of his youth 
moving by rail across America with his military 
father. He grew up hearing stories from both of 
his grandfathers that were Pullman Porters. 
Even a trip across the Atlantic brought him 
closer to trains. He is currently documenting his 
life experiences in a book. 

TOYS-FOR-TOTS  CAME  OUT  A  
BIG  WINNER  THANKS  TO  THE  

GENEROSITY  OF  OUR  D IV IS ION  

 



 

First Time Meeting Attendees 

 DAVID  “SHACK”   
HARALAMBOU  VP  

HUB  D IV IS ION  BOSTON  

 BERT  JARRELL  

  JAY  WAGNER  

 S TEVE  HARTWICK  

 PAUL  PORTMAN  

 RUSS  BUNDY  



On Saturday, November 17th, Steve opened his freelanced EI&TCo 
layout on the last weekend of the Piedmont Pilgrimage. The incredi-
bly detailed Southern Appalachian Mountains On30 model railroad is 
set in 1947 and features logging, sawmilling, steel manufacturing, 
coal mining and many of the ancillary industries necessary to make 
this all work.   
Most of the structures, scenery and much of the rolling stock has been 
scratch-built by Steve. His work creating motive power has awarded 
him with top honors in local and regional modeling contests, and sec-
ond place at the NMRA national convention in San Diego, CA. 
Steve’s layout is well known as it has been featured in the Narrow 

Gauge and Shortline Gazette, the On30 Annual, Scale Rails and 
Model Railroader.  

 
 

FEATURED  MEMBER  LAYOUT :  S TEVE  AUST IN ’S   
E LKHORN  IRON  &  T IMBER  COMPANY  RAILROAD  

Article and Photos by Jim Datka  



 
To say this model railroad is highly detailed is an understatement. There simply are not enough superla-
tives to describe Steve’s level of craftsmanship and attention to detail. 

FEATURED  MEMBER  LAYOUT :  S TEVE  AUST IN ’S   
E LKHORN  IRON  &  T IMBER  COMPANY  RAILROAD  



 
The story of the EI&TCo is told through the industries it serves. For example, 
timber is harvested and shipped by rail and water to the mill.  

The mill processes the rough timber and cuts it into di-
mensional  lumber which is shipped to its customers. 

Coal mining, iron smelting and steel production are 
exhibited in similar detail. 

FEATURED  MEMBER  LAYOUT :  S TEVE  AUST IN ’S   
E LKHORN  IRON  &  T IMBER  COMPANY  RAILROAD  



 
Water plays a huge role on the railroad. From the busiest seaport, to  riverfront in-
dustries and even peaceful vacation spots, the EI&TCo services it.  

FEATURED  MEMBER  LAYOUT :  S TEVE  AUST IN ’S   
E LKHORN  IRON  &  T IMBER  COMPANY  RAILROAD  



Steve has crafted a wide selection of Maintenance of Way and specialty equipment to keep the EI&TCo running smoothly and on-time. 

FEATURED  MEMBER  LAYOUT :  S TEVE  AUST IN ’S   
E LKHORN  IRON  &  T IMBER  COMPANY  RAILROAD  



And of course Steve has seen to the care of the locomotive power and rolling stock on his railroad. 

Steve is still at work detailing entire sections of his layout so there will be even more to see in the future. Even if he did nothing more, this is a rail-
road to see again and again every time it is shown. 

 — Jim Datka 

FEATURED  MEMBER  LAYOUT :  S TEVE  AUST IN ’S   
E LKHORN  IRON  &  T IMBER  COMPANY  RAILROAD  



Much to my mother’s dismay, I scheduled my annual trip home to Wisconsin to 
coincide with Trainfest®. Saying that I had space to fill in my next Timetable did 
not impress her.  

Trainfest is held in the 200,000 square foot Expo Center on the state fair grounds 
in West Allis, a suburb of Milwaukee. The highly regarded show is in a metro ar-
ea one-third the size of Atlanta, with less than half our membership and yet has 
six times the attendance of our Train Show. A Milwaukee 
Chamber of Commerce study found that Trainfest brought in 
more out-of-state and international attendees than any other 

weekend show. Obviously, there is a story here 
worth reporting.  

Sorry, Mom. 

The Wisconsin Southeast (WISE) Division is responsi-
ble for Trainfest. I want to thank Ken Jaglinski, 
Trainfest Executive Committee Chairman and 
Event Director, and Jackie Costa for generously 
offering their time and assistance. I encourage 
you to find out even more about the show at 
www.trainfest.com.  

For hobbyists, how-to clinics and historic railroad presentations 
run throughout the two-day show. The most popular are hands
-on clinics such as air brushing and construction. 

An additional feature for hobbyists is that a $5 premium lets 
them enter the show floor an hour before the general public. 
“Some old-timers complained at first,” Ken said. “But many 
would drop hundreds of dollars in purchases at the show. Now 
many of these same people are first in line for the early admission.” 

Celebrate-A-Railroad  
Trainfest is a celebration of railroading in general and the hobby in 

particular. Each 
year their Cele-
brate-A-Railroad 
program works 
with a different 
historical railroad 
association to 

present the story behind that line. This year it was The Great 

Northern. They actively encourage the associations to hold their 
annual conventions at the show.  

The designated railroad’s achievements are explained through 

banners and other memorabilia. The exhibit includes a presen-
tation area for speakers and video programs. After the show, 
the WISE Division loans the banners to museums, associations 
and other public venues for the cost of shipping and a small fee.  

In addition to the featured railroad, over a dozen other rail and 
transit historical societies have exhibition space. 

Most of the show floor consists of 55 operating layouts in every 
gauge, including a short 
ride-on train. These easily 
take up more than 60% of 
the space and quickly 
become crowded with 
families, many waiting in 
line for their chance to 
operate a train (more on 
this later.) 

(continued on next page) 

ENGINEERING THE NEXT GENERATION OF HOBBYISTS 
ARTICLE AND PHOTOS BY JIM DATKA  

Ken Jaglinski  
Trainfest Executive Committee Chairman   
and Event Director, 

Some of the Clinics Offered 

How to Build L-girder Benchwork 
Building Your own Turnouts Using the Fast 

Track System 
Overview to Airbrushing and Airbrush 

Maintenance 
Photoetch-tools and Techniques Used to 

Hold, Cut & Fold 
Signs and Times 
Steel Mill Modeling 
Trees of The Northern Forest 
Dig A Little Deeper into Tsunami2 Digital 

Sound Decoders! 
Prototypical Operations on Modular Lay-

outs 
Model Railroad Photography 
Rail and Equipment Maintenance 
Great Northern’s Empire Builder 
Great Northern’s Western Fruit Express 

Company 
The Great Northern’s Mesabi Iron Range 
Model Railroading Great Northern’s Cas-

cade Division 

http://www.trainfest.com


Trainfest Advantages 
I believe there are three key factors that help make Trainfest “America’s Largest 
Operating Model Railroad Show.” 

Location. The NMRA was founded in Milwaukee in 1935 at their first ever con-
vention. The William K. Walthers, Inc. headquarters is just minutes away from the 
Expo Center. Kalmbach Publishing is less than an hour away. Milwaukee truly 
has a storied history in the hobby. 

Climate. For five months of the year, weather makes outdoor activities uncom-
fortable at best and life threatening at worst. Indoor hobbies are essential in 
maintaining mental health. Those poor, tortured souls who do not have indoor 
pastimes may even resort to ice fishing. So sad. 

Timing. The second weekend in 
November is when most people 
start thinking about holiday gift 
giving. I saw many parents car-
rying new train sets out of the 
show. 

But these advantages are not 
sufficient to make Trainfest the 
success that it is today. 

Trainfest Mission: Grow the 
Hobby 

“We used to focus our efforts on 
established hobbyists in hopes 
of growing our Division,” Ken 
explained. “But now our mission 
is growing the hobby over the 
next 15 to 25 years. We are 
committed to inspiring the next generation of model railroaders.” And to do 
this, they have designed Trainfest to be an interactive experience for children 

of all ages.   

For the youngest, there is a play 
area and tables for coloring pic-
tures of trains as well as the ride-
on opportunity. There is also a 
Lego train layout and play ta-
ble. 

Hands-on Modeling 
They have a two level Make-

and-Take program to give children a 
first taste of model-making. Younger 
children build the “Faller’s Home 
Town” model. Older kids build the 
“Walther’s Machine Shop” model. Vol-
unteers have all the necessary tools 
and supplies and assist the families in 
building the models. There is a nominal 
cost for these two programs which is 
split between the show and the donor, 
Walthers. 

“We have had good success in obtaining dona-
tions because of our mission to grow the hobby 
over the long-run. We position this as an invest-
ment rather than just a donated expense,” Ken 
explained. 

And that positioning and the show’s reputation 
attracted a start-up company, Bridger Trains, to 
provide a locomotive that 10 to 16-year olds 
build brick-by-brick and then program it to oper-
ate from their mobile phones. They go home with 
10 feet of track 
and a function-
ing train that 
they built and 
programmed 
themselves.  

 

(continued on next 
page) 
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Junior Engineer Program 
Trainfest recognizes that look
-don’t-touch is not going 
build real enthusiasm for 
model railroading in chil-
dren. Instead, imagine your-
self as a five-year-old that 
has just been handed the 
throttle to run a long train 
past houses and industries, 
across bridges and through 
beautiful landscapes. That is 
a memory that will last and 
may become a passion later 
in life.  
The WISE Division has creat-
ed a Junior Engineer Pro-
gram that is available for 
kids as young as five to have 
their first experi-
ence in operating 
a model train. It 
consists of “four 
separate levels 

with specific tasks that have been designed to provide a well-
rounded introductory understanding of railroading.”  
The first level (see form above) consists of operating a train on 
several layouts, identifying different types of locomotives and 
learning what whistle and bell signals mean. Level four requires 
operating different types of engines, identifying components on 
a rail car and on a railroad right of way. 
Participants receive a Test Card that lists the tasks required to 
achieve a given level. These are printed on heavy card stock to 
survive handling by the most hyperactive engineer. It is a pro-
gressive system, requiring everyone to complete each level in 
turn. The kids receive a button and certificate of achievement 
after completing a level. 

Operating Layouts Perform Training and Certification 
It is the role of the operating layouts on the show floor to help the 
kids perform each of the tasks necessary to achieve a given lev-

el. A banner at each layout 
shows where the kids should 
go to get assistance and be 
certified.  
“Part of our agreement with 
exhibiting layouts is they pro-
vide ‘service hours’ to sup-
port the show,” explained 

Ken. This includes helping the 
children attain their Junior 
Engineer certifications. If 
needed, they may also be 
enlisted to cover open posi-
tions elsewhere on the show 
floor.  
Some layouts may have a 
separate module on which 
the kids operate, but most 
designated a specific section 

of their layout for this. For exam-
ple, one layout had two adjoin-
ing modules with two industries 
and a small yard. Participants 
had to switch out loaded and 
empty cars. They had to throw 
ground switches and were 
taught how to read signals be-
fore entering the main. 
Participating layouts are provid-
ed feedback from show staff 
each year. The goal is to pro-
vide the best possible experi-
ence for the kids. 

(continued on next page) 
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Junior Engineer Marketing and Management 
When the Junior Engineering program was first launched, they pro-
moted it through the Scouts and social media—especially to mom 

bloggers. “We saw an 
immediate change with 
many more families and 
small children at the 
show,” advised Ken. 
“Many of these families 
were spending the full 
day at the show, or 
came back on Sunday.” 
All participants in the Junior 
Engineer program are entered 
into a database identifying 
their age, level of achieve-
ment and parents’ email. It is 
unlikely that a child could at-
tain multiple levels on a single 
day. Trainfest offers two-day 
admission tickets, but most par-
ticipants must return to a future 

show to attain the next level. Parents receive emails encouraging attend-
ance each year so little Johnny and Sue can reach their next level. 
Now for the most brilliant marketing idea: After the 2017 Trainfest, 55 kids 
who had a level two certification or higher 
received an invitation to operate on a WISE 
Division member’s home layout. Respondents 
were matched to a layout near their home. 
Ken has added two of these Junior Engineers 
to his regular call board rotation.  

Are They Growing the Hobby? 
To gauge whether the WISE Division is actually 
achieving their goal of creating the next gen-
eration of hobbyists, I set out to talk with 
some of the people exhibiting layouts to get 
their opinions. 
This is Jacob. He has been attending Trainfest 
for more than a decade and this is the first 
time he brought a layout to Trainfest. Jacob is 

15 years old. Before the Jun-
ior Engineer program, he 
wanted nothing more than 
to run some of the trains on 
these amazing layouts. Once 
he entered the Junior Engi-
neer program, he got that 
opportunity.  
“I really enjoyed running 
these trains and learning 
from the operators,” he said. 
After a couple of years of 
doing this, he started notic-
ing how excited the youngest children were after their turn at a throttle. 
“That’s when I thought the coolest thing would be to bring in my own layout 

and give them that experience.”  
Jacob brought in two small oval layouts 
and became one of the designated 
Junior Engineer stops. While I was talk-
ing with Jacob, his table was surround-
ed by wide-eyed, excited children wait-
ing their turn for him to show how to run 
his trains. Jacob was beaming. 
Okay, Jacob is an exceptional young 
man, but what about others? I needed 
to talk with a seasoned, long term ex-
hibitor. 

(continued on next page) 
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Admission 
One  

Day 

Two 

Day 

Adults $12.00 $17.00 

Kids (ages 4-12) $2.00 $3.00 

Kids (3 & under) FREE FREE 

NMRA member $10.00 $15.00 

Military & Veterans $7.50   



Meet Angel. Trainfest 2018 is the fifth consecutive year he has brought a 
layout to the show. Angel is 11 years old. Every year Angel has worked 

around a different theme. This 
year he featured 
pools full of sharks 
and whales, and a 
wild animal safari 
park. Past years have 
included Transformer 
battles with Optimus 
Prime and a dinosaur 
adventure. 
Angel’s father said 
that he often needs 
to be prodded to put 
down his trains and 
get to bed. “Then I 
will hear his trains run-
ning the next morn-
ing before the sun 
has risen.” He said 
that while he has 
many interests of a kid his 
age, trains are the one that 
he always comes back to.  

Angel said he loves talking about 
trains and he pleaded with his parents 
to let him be in the show. I asked him 
what he is most proud of. “When kids 
come back after seeing all the other 
layouts and say they liked his best.” 
When I asked why they felt that way 
he responded, “because I showed 
them how to play with model trains. 
Model trains should be about having 
fun.” 
I couldn’t have said it better. The WISE 
Division has groomed two outstand-
ing ambassadors for model railroad-
ing’s future. 
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P IEDMONT  P I LGRIMAGE  H IGHLIGHTS  

Photos courtesy of Sally 
Bando 

DAVE  BENNETT  AT  M IKE  DUNN 'S  P I LGR IMAGE  

DAVE  BENNETT ’S  SWEET  R IDE  

JAMES  AND  SALLY  BANDO ’S  GARDEN  LAYOUT  

H EL IX  ON  PAUL  SCHENK ’S  LAYOUT  



P IEDMONT  P I LGRIMAGE  H IGHLIGHTS   

Photos courtesy of Sally 
Bando 

ERIC  S IEGEL 'S  P I LGRIMAGE  LAYOUT  

JOHN  BACON 'S  P I LGRIMAGE  

O SCALER 'S  P I LGRIMAGE  

CHARLIE  CRAWFORD 'S  P I LGRIMAGE  



 

P I EDMONT  P I LGRIMAGE  H IGHLIGHTS  

Photos courtesy of Sally Bando 

DOMINIC  P ENNIS I  OPERAT ING  ON  
PAUL  SCHENK 'S  LAYOUT  

DAVE  REVER  AND  JAMES  BANDO  
ENJOYING  THE  P I LGRIMAGE  



TRADIT IONAL CLUBS  

The Railroad Model Club of Atlanta (O-Gauge) 

www.oscale-atlanta.info 

Terry Weldon 770 979-0473 

Bob Peppel 770 934-4067 

Meets every Monday at 7:30 PM 

Tri-State Area Model Railroad, Inc. (HO-Gauge) 

www.tsmri.org 

Thomas Roskelly 828 361-2210  

thomasroskelly@gmail.com 

Meets the first Monday of each month in Mineral Bluff 

MODULAR CLUBS  

Atlanta Interlocking Model Railroad Club (HO-Gauge) 

http://home.earthlink.net/~wiles/ 

Charlie Crawford, MMR 770 565-1845  

cacrawford@bellsouth.net 

County RRoads (HO-Gauge) 

www.countryrroadsmodular.com 

Morris Smith sawdustmaker@mindspring.com 

countryRRoads@earthlink.net 

Chattanooga Modular Modelers 

www.chatanoogamodularmodelers.org 

Mark McAllister 423 653-7487  

mlmcallister@gmail.com 

North Georgia LEGO Train Club 

www.ngltc.org  questions@ngltc.org 

James Trobaugh 770 844-1076 

james.trobaugh@ngltc.org 

Metro Atlanta N-Scalers (NTRAK) 

Larry Graus Roadmaster 770 237-0094 

Charles Leak 404 262-2969 

Meets the first Tuesday of each month at 7:30 PM 

North Georgia Modurail (HO-Gauge) 

www.northgeorgiamodurail.org 

Jon Cook 770 993-9620 

North West Georgia T-Trak Club 

Kennesaw, GA 

Jim Nealand 678-358-9171  

casadiego86@gmail.com 

OPERATING GROUPS  

Chattahoochee Express Operating Group 

North Atlanta Metro 

Gary Jarabek 770 509-6941 gjarabek@bellsouth.net 

Chris White 770 594-2618 

Atlanta Intown Model Railroaders 

Inside-ish I-285 

Tom Gordon 678 643-6022 tgordon@mindspring.com 

Joint Railway Association of Georgia 

www.dixierail.com 

Norm Stenzel stenzeln@mindspring.com 

Meets most Fridays 

North Atlanta Rail Barons 

www.northatlantarailbarons.com 

Howard “HOrn” Goodwin 770 529-2103 

horn69@bellsouth.net 

North County Interchange 

I-85/I-985 corridor 

Paul Rankin paul_r@mindspring.com 

S-COG Southern Crescent Operating Group 

South of I-20 

David Gelmini 770 707-5019 atcgel@gmail.com 

OTHER CLUBS 

Georgia Society of FerroEquinologists 

www.trainweb.org/gsof/ 

Robert Hunt 770 428-3864 

Bob Hoenes 770 422-0081 

Meets the second Friday of each month at 7:30 PM at  

Covenant Presbyterian Church in Marietta 

Georgia Association of Narrow Gaugers 

www.groups.yahoo.com/group/georgiangers 

GeorgiaNGers@yahoogroups.com 

Pat Turner 423 744-0429 

Georgia Garden Railway Society 

www.ggrs.info 

Ted Yarbourgh   

yarbrought@charter.net 

 

OTHER CLUBS (continued)  

Southern O-Scalers 

Canton, GA 

Dan Mason 470 385-6638  

daniel@masonlawfirmga.com 

Atlantic Coast S-Gaugers 

www.trainweb.org/acsg 

Bob Lacheen Home: 770 578-9937 Cell: 404 431-8032 

Boomers 

Athens/Gwinnett/Commerce areas 

John Rieken  jrieken916@gmail.com   
Saturday mornings—email for specific dates 

Jasper Roundhouse (All Scales) 

Jasper, GA 

Phil Stead trainman07@aol.com 

Meets weekly at a member’s home 

North Atlanta O-Gauge Railroad Club 

Roswell, GA 

Jeff Pergl 770 516-6378 

Volunteer Garden RR Club 

Vines Botanical Garden 

3500 Oak Grove Road 

Loganville, GA 30052 

P IEDMONT            D IV IS ION  RAILROAD  C LUBS  

Need your club information updated? 

Please contact Jim Datka  

jdatka@mindspring.com 

770 772-1538 
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